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PRESS RELEASE
 

Group of European electric bus manufacturers agrees
on an open interface for charging
Bolechowo, 15.03.2016
 
European bus manufacturers Irizar, Solaris, VDL and Volvo have agreed to ensure
the interoperability of electric buses with charging infrastructure provided by ABB, Heliox
and Siemens. The objective is to ensure an open interface between electric buses and charging
infrastructure and to facilitate the introduction of electric bus systems in European cities.
 
The public transport community is preparing for electric buses in Europe and standardization activities
have started via the European body (CEN-CENELEC) and via the international organization
for standardization (ISO/IEC). European standards are expected to come in place 2019
and international standards in 2020.

However, many cities are implementing electric bus systems already now. In order to meet the needs
of these cities, European bus manufacturers Irizar, Solaris, VDL and Volvo have together with charging
system suppliers ABB, Heliox and Siemens agreed to an open, transparent and voluntary approach.
Common, preferred interfaces will be opened-up for all market participants and will be used for electric
buses with so called opportunity charging (fast charging at end stops) and for overnight charged
electric buses. The group is committed to contribute to European standardization activities and to
share experiences with CEN/CENELEC and ISO/IEC in order to establish a common European
standard for electric bus systems.

The objective is to facilitate the transfer to electric bus systems in cities to ensure reliability
and compatibility across bus brands and charging systems. Other bus manufacturers and charging
system suppliers are invited to join the cooperation.

For opportunity charging, the system includes automatic contacting by a pantograph, wireless
communication, contacting plates and infrastructure equipment that automatically contact vehicles with
a pantograph. For overnight charged electric buses, the fast charging standard for cars (CCS) will
be used as a base for the plug and for the communication.

For more information, please contact:

ABB, Linda Muilwijk, Sales and Marketing Coordinator +31 6 518 466 12

Heliox, Bob Bouhuijs, Director Automotive +31 6 285 11 393

Irizar, Ana Eceiza, Corporate Communications Manager, + 34 667 181 833

Siemens, Ellen Schramke, Communications and Government Affairs, +49 30 386 22370

Solaris, Mateusz Figaszewski, PR Director, +48 601 652 179

VDL Bus & Coach, Marleen van Zeeland, Communications, +31 40 208 44 14

Volvo Buses, Helena Lind, Manager Media Relations, +46 31 323 62 57
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Solaris Bus & Coach sp. z o.o. is a leading producer of city
and intercity buses in Europe. It focuses on the development
of low-emission and zero-emission vehicles, i. e. electric
and hydrogen buses as well as trolleybuses. Over 25,000
Solaris vehicles have been delivered so far and they ply the
streets in 850 towns and cities across 33 countries located
throughout Europe as well as beyond it. Solaris is part of the
Spanish CAF Group (Construcciones y Auxiliar de Ferrocarriles)
S.A. From conception, to the design and manufacturing phases,
all Solaris buses are produced in Poland. All activities
undertaken by the company are in line with its mission, which
is reflected in the brand’s promise: to change the image
of public transport. Solaris also actively partners with public
transport operators and provides them with comprehensive
support in their transition to zero-emission mobility. Solaris
products have been repeatedly awarded for quality
and innovation. The Urbino 18 hydrogen bus has won the
prestigious 'Bus of the Year 2025' title.
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