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PRESS RELEASE
 

Solaris Founder Krzysztof Olszewski Honoured with Kisiel
Prize
Bolechowo, 08.12.2010
 
Krzysztof Olszewski, founder and chairman of Solaris Bus & Coach, has been awarded the 2010
Kisiel Prize for his life’s work. The prize honours lasting commitment to the development
of Poland. Together with Olszewski, this
 
year’s laureates are the illustrator Andrzej Mleczko and Jerzy Buzek, current President of the

European Parliament and former Prime Minister of Poland.

The Kisiel Prize was established in 1990 by Polish composer, writer and journalist Stefan Kisielewski
in conjunction with Wprost news magazine. Since his death in 1991, the prize honours contemporary
Polish personalities whose work mirrors Kisielewski’s ideals. Kisielewski openly criticised Poland’s
communist regime and any absurd authoritarian excesses, strongly advocating pragmatic thinking.
The Kisiel Prize jury is made up of former laureates and awards the annual prize to one publicist,
politican and entrepreneur each.

Krzysztof Olszewski was awarded the 2010 Kisiel Prize for his entrepreneurial work. Under a motto
of “Poland takes buses into the world”, the jury acclaimed Olszewski’s success with Solaris Bus &
Coach. Since it was founded in 1996, Solaris has grown to become one of Europe’s leading
bus manufacturers.

Further Kisiel Prize laureates this year are the illustrator Andrzej Mleczko and the politcian Jerzy
Buzek. Mleczko’s satirical drawings have provided a commentary of Polish politics and society since
1971. Buzek was a member of the Solidarność opposition movement in the 1980s before acting
as Prime Minister of Poland from 1997 to 2001. He used his term in office to advance preparations
for Poland’s entry into the European Union while reforming the administrative division of the country.
Since 2009, Buzek has been President of the European Parliament.
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Solaris Bus & Coach sp. z o.o. is one of the leading producers
of city and intercity buses in Europe. It focuses in particular
on the development of zero-emission vehicles, i. e. electric
and hydrogen buses as well as trolleybuses. This has resulted
in the widest zero-emission product range in the European
market and a leading position in this segment with a market
share of 15.2%. Nearly 25,000 Solaris vehicles have been
delivered so far and they ply the streets in 850 towns and cities



across 33 countries located throughout Europe as well
as beyond it. Solaris is part of the Spanish CAF Group
(Construcciones y Auxiliar de Ferrocarriles) S.A. From
conception, to the design and manufacturing phases, all Solaris
buses are produced in Poland. Moreover, all activities
undertaken by the manufacturer are in line with the brand’s
mission, which is reflected in the motto “We are changing
the image of public transport”. Solaris also actively partners with
public transport operators and provides them with
comprehensive support in their transition to zero-emission
mobility.
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