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A Solaris bus at the Gateway to the Arctic

Bolechowo, 17.06.2021

One of the 12 metre Solaris airport buses operated by carrier Avinor has recently started
running north of the Arctic Circle. The Solaris Urbino 12 joined the fleet serving the airport
in Tromsg. This is the northernmost region to see Solaris buses in action.

The city of Tromsg, located at the island of Tromsgya, is the largest metropolitan area in Northern
Norway and the third biggest city worldwide located north of the Arctic Circle. It boasts Norway’s
largest fishing port and the city itself is known as the Gateway to the Arctic. It is also considered one of
the best places in the world to watch the Northern Lights. The city with a population of almost 80,000
offers numerous attractions, and now got another one: a comfortable ride in a Solaris Urbino 12
bus adapted to airport transfers.

“The presence of our buses at the main airports in Norway is a milestone for us. An added bonus
is that we now also have Solaris buses in the northernmost part of our country. Norway has a
continental coastline of 25148km, so we need local airports to operate and now also dedicated airport
buses” — said Sverre Skaar, Managing Director of Solaris Norge AS.

A company under the Norwegian Ministry of Transport and Communications, Avinor is in charge of 44
state-owned airports. Over 3000 employees of the company are responsible for planning, developing
and operating an efficient airport and air navigation service. Currently, a new passenger terminal
is being constructed at the airport Tromsg Lufthavn Langnes and the related construction
and renovation works pose certain traffic challenges. Serving as a supplementary means of transport,
the airport bus Solaris Urbino 12 ensures a smooth transfer of passengers from the terminal to the
aircraft.

The buses operated by Avinor are Urbino models specially adapted to airport transfers. The bus
exterior stands out because of its additional doors on the left side, whereas the interior features fewer
seats compared with conventional Urbino models. In lieu of these seats the bus is equipped with extra
luggage racks and platforms for larger suitcases. The airport models also boast LED-displays with
flight numbers and flight destinations.

The collaboration between Solaris and carrier Avinor dates back to 2013, when the first Solaris Urbino
12 joined the Norwegian fleet of airport buses. Over the following years the client received also
18-metre Solaris buses. At present, Solaris Urbino airport buses can be encountered in Norway at the
following airports: Oslo Gardermoen, Stavanger Sola, Bergen Flesland, and now they are also
deployed at Tromsg Langnes.

Fot.: Magne Haheim.
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of low-emission and zero-emission vehicles, i. e. electric
and hydrogen buses as well as trolleybuses. Over 25,000
Solaris vehicles have been delivered so far and they ply the
streets in 850 towns and cities across 33 countries located
throughout Europe as well as beyond it. Solaris is part of the
Spanish CAF Group (Construcciones y Auxiliar de Ferrocarriles)
S.A. From conception, to the design and manufacturing phases,
all Solaris buses are produced in Poland. All activities
undertaken by the company are in line with its mission, which
is reflected in the brand’s promise: to change the image
of public transport. Solaris also actively partners with public
transport operators and provides them with comprehensive
support in their transition to zero-emission mobility. Solaris
products have been repeatedly awarded for quality
and innovation. The Urbino 18 hydrogen bus has won the
prestigious 'Bus of the Year 2025' title.
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