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Bi-articulated Trollino trolleybuses tested on streets
of Bratislava

Bolechowo, 20.11.2020

The capital city of Slovakia is testing the Trollino 24, the longest vehicle made by Solaris.
The trolleybus will run on the routes of operator Dopravny Podnik Bratislava until the end
of November 2020. The operator is planning to increase its capacities regarding the humber
of passengers it transports, and the tests should provide an answer as to whether a 24-metre bi-
articulated bus will be able to replace the 18-metre vehicles that have been in use so far. During
a visit to the operator in the Slovakian capital city, the Trollino 24 trolleybus was also presented
to other Slovakian operators with trolleybuses in their fleets.

This week, the longest Solaris vehicle rolled out onto the streets of Bratislava and started its first trials
with the client. The capital city of Slovakia will test the Trollino 24 trolleybus on all routes, but above
all on route 201. The number of passengers on this line has been growing year by year, and for that
reason the operator is planning to increase its capacity, possibly by replacing its 18-metre vehicles that
are in use now with longer models. Over 200 people can travel on board the Trollino 24, which makes
it an ideal solution for metropolises with routes where passenger traffic is high. The tests in the
Slovakian capital will finish at the end of November. They are being carried out in regular urban traffic,
but without passengers.

On 19 November 2020, operator Dopravny Podnik Bratislava also organised a visit by carriers from
the cities of Presov, Zilina, KoSice and Banska Bystrica. These carriers, which have trolleybuses
in their fleets, were able to explore the capabilities of this innovative vehicle. The presentation of the
Trollino 24 vehicle featured also a ride on line no. 201.

»1Thank you for renting this vehicle. We are glad that the test drives allowed us to use this type
of trolleybus in real city traffic. Tests have shown that even a nearly 25-meter trolleybus has a real
application in the streets of Bratislava. In the conditions of public transport in the capital of Slovakia,
we see it as the future of ecological transport”, said Martin Rybansky, CEO of DP Bratislava.

“The Trollino 24 trolleybus is absolutely unique, not only in terms of its design, but also when it comes
to its passenger capacity. The trolleybus is equipped with a series of modern solutions that ensure
the safety of drivers and passengers, without generating noxious exhaust emissions. This is a perfect
solution for modern operators that prioritise the safety and quality of life of local residents,
and Dopravny Podnik Bratislava is, no doubt, just such an operator. | am extremely pleased that
the operator in the capital city has taken an interest in the Trollino 24 and that the tests went well”, said
Lubomir Melichar, Managing Director of Solaris Slovakia.

The bi-articulated trolleybus made by Solaris was launched in 2019, at the Busworld trade fair. In
its distinctive MetroStyle version, the trolleybus is a response to the latest trends in the public transport
industry. The trolleybus is driven by two traction motors of 160 kW each. Its pack of Solaris High Power
batteries is recharged en route, collecting current from the overhead line. Thanks to the batteries,
the Trollino can also travel without any external power supply. This innovative model will also feature
a number of amenities for passengers and the driver, enhancing safety and travel comfort. Cameras,
in lieu of conventional mirrors, facilitate manoeuvres made with the bi-articulated vehicle. Additionally,



they ensure improved visibility not only in bright sunlight, but also during rain or snowfall, as well as at
night. The MobileyeShield+ system of intelligent cameras eliminates the problem of blind spots
by warning the driver about other road users, including any cyclists or pedestrians located close to the
vehicle.

Solaris Bus & Coach is one of the biggest manufacturers of trolleybuses in Europe. The bus maker
added trolleybuses to its offering back in 2001. Since then, Solaris has supplied over 1600 such
vehicles to customers in 18 European countries.
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